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Executive Summary

1. This report is to advise Members of objections received to a proposed 
introduction of revised off-street parking charges at Hollingworth Lake as part 
of the Council’s review of Discretionary Fees and Charges related to charges 
for car parking.
The report seeks a decision about the charges to be implemented.

Recommendations

2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

Note the content of this report which seeks to impose charges as part of the 
discretionary fees consulted at Townships and Cabinet and is agreed as part 
of the Budget Fixing Council.

Note that the objections under consideration solely relate to parking charges 
proposed at the three car parks situated at Hollingworth Lake listed in Table 1, 
and that the remainder of the proposed charges elsewhere in the borough are 
being implemented.

Consider the 57 objections to the Order, and make a decision on whether or 
not to overrule the objections and continue with the implementation of the 
charges at the Hollingworth Lake Car Parks.

In view of the strength of feeling voiced by the 57 objectors, Members may 
wish to consider an alternative to the advertised charges of option 2 in Table 2 
as detailed in paragraph 7 below.

Reason for Recommendation

3. A decision is sought in order to progress and implement the Discretionary 
Fees and Charges related to charges for car parking at Hollingworth Lake.



Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

4.2

In the autumn of 2016 the Council developed its set of Proposed Discretionary 
Fees and Charges for 2017/18. This included revised tariffs on all RBC public 
car parks. In addition to the tariff changes it was agreed to amend how some 
on street parking bays operated.
The published Statement of Reasons covered alterations to On-street Parking 
arrangements and Tariffs, all of which are situated in Rochdale Town Centre, 
and alterations to Off-street Tariffs which cover all of the borough.

Statement of Reasons
The Council’s Discretionary Fees and Charges proposals require three new 
Traffic Orders:

 An amendment to the decriminalised traffic contraventions order to 
change some On-Street Parking Bays in the vicinity of Rochdale Town 
Hall which are currently free to use to become Pay & Display.

 An On-Street Parking Places Tariff and Operational Order to make 
detailed alterations to charges and conditions.

 An Off-Street Parking Places Tariff and Operational Order to make 
detailed alterations to charges and conditions.

The effect of these proposed Orders is to: 
 Make a general increase in On-Street Parking Charges.
 Make a general increase in Off-Street Parking Charges.
 Remove the present ‘Buses Only’ parking bay situated on Packer Street 

at the rear of Rochdale Town Hall so that it can become available for all 
vehicles to use.

 Simplify the Pay & Display On-Street parking zone situated at the front 
and rear of Rochdale Town Hall by extending it to include some parking 
bays situated on The Esplanade and Packer Street, together with the 
former Buses Only Bay on Packer Street.

 Introduce Charges on 9 Off-Street Car Parks situated in Rochdale 
Town Centre and include them in the established zoning restriction 
prohibiting relocation within a Charging Period.

 Retain the current restriction prohibiting motorists relocating between 
zones within the Town Centre Car Park or other Rochdale Town Centre 
Car Park or relocating to parking facilities adjacent to the Town Hall 
within a Charging Period unless returning to the same Town Centre Car 
Park prior to a Valid Ticket expiring. 

 Retain the current restriction prohibiting motorists relocating between 
areas within the Town Hall Square or relocating to parking zones within 
the Town Centre Car Park accessed from the Milton Street / Baillie 
Street area or other Rochdale Town Centre Car Parks unless returning 
to the same Town Hall Square parking place prior to a Valid Ticket 
expiring.

Objections received
During the objection period some 57 objections were received, none of which 
related to changes proposed to on street parking.



4.3

The objections have been included as an Appendix to this report, as received, 
and all relate to the proposed increase in charges at the off-street parking 
places at Hollingworth Lake.
No objections have been made about the increases in charges and imposition 
of charges in Rochdale Town Centre for both on-street and off-street parking 
places or in the Middleton off-street parking places.
All 57 objections are reproduced in the Appendix attached for Members’ 
consideration and are made by long established and respected key 
organisations based at Hollingworth Lake, namely Rowing Club, Sailing Club, 
Link4life, a selection of their respective memberships as well as from other 
leisure visitors, some of whom have explained they are Rochdale borough 
residents and others who state they reside outside of the borough.
All relate to the large proportionate increase in charges, particularly the all-day 
charge in the Hollingworth Lake car parking described in Schedule 4 of the 
advertisement which is shown in Table 2 below together with the existing 
prices.    
Highways have no specific comments to make about the points made by the 
57 objections because there are no alterations in the capacity of any car 
parking places mentioned.

Alternatives Considered
Not implementing the proposed Orders will fail to meet the Council’s financial 
expectations of its discretionary fees and charges.

Costs and Budget Summary

5. Should members support the objections made in this report and amend the 
pricing structure so that the proposed increase in tariffs is not implemented in 
respect of the car parks at Hollingworth Lake, it is expected that a budget 
pressure of circa. £25k will be created in the service.

Risk and Policy Implications

Implementing the Council’s Discretionary Fees & Charges 2017/18 is a 
corporate priority. 

If Members decide to make a substantial change to the Order, as advertised, 
then the Council must take appropriate steps to inform persons likely to be 
affected by the modifications; give those persons an opportunity of making 
representations and, ensure that any such representations are duly 
considered by the Council.  This will involve the advertisement of the new 
proposals.

6.

6.1

Consultation

7. Changes to parking tariffs and operation of bays require amendment of the 
supporting Traffic Regulation Orders. This required the promotion of new 
Traffic Orders in accordance with the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and 
the procedures laid down in The Local Authorities’ Traffic Orders 



(Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996.
The revised Traffic Orders detailing the effect of changes across the borough 
were advertised from 8 March to 6 April 2017. With reference to the off-street 
tariff changes the 57 objections received are in the Appendix at the end of 
this report.

TABLE 1 – the Schedule 4 Car Parks

Parking Place Charging 
period

Days of 
Operation Maximum stay

Hollingworth Lake 
Country Park Car Park

08:00 - 
18:00 
hours

Monday to 
Sunday 

Except Bank 
and Public 
Holidays

24 hours

Hollingworth Road Car 
Park

08:00 - 
18:00 
hours

Monday to 
Sunday 

Except Bank 
and Public 
Holidays

10 hours

Lake Bank Car Park
08:00 - 
18:00 
hours

Monday to 
Sunday 

Except Bank 
and Public 
Holidays

24 hours



TABLE 2 – Parking Charges Options for consideration

OPTION 1 OPTION 2

Current 
Charges

ADVERTISED 
PROPOSAL 
(objections 
received)

Possible alternative 
to consider

0 - 2 
hours £0.90 £1.00 £1.00

2 - 4 
hours £1.20 £2.00 £2.00

4 - 6 
hours N/A N/A £3.00

Over 4 
hours £2.20 £5.00 N/A

Over 6 
hours N/A N/A £5.00

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. There are no background papers

For Further Information Contact: Paul Wotton,  
paul.wotton@rochdale.gov.uk



APPENDIX

57 Objections received revised off-street parking charges at Hollingworth Lake 
as part of the Council’s review of Discretionary Fees and Charges related to 

charges for car parking.

Objection 1

I am writing on behalf of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club to express our complete 
objection to the proposed increase in parking charges at Hollingworth Lake.  This 
rise is significantly above the current rate of inflation.

Our sailing season runs from the beginning of March until December.  There are 
three races on Sundays which start at 1.00pm.  Club members arrive at around 
12.15pm to rig their boats and change.  They leave the shore at approximately 
12.45pm.  The last race finishes around 5.00pm.  This means that all the 
participants in the racing will be over the 4-hour time limit and therefore incur the 
new top rate car parking charge of £5.

There are generally 48 Sundays on our racing calendar which means for someone 
who sails on every Sunday, an increase of £112 is proposed if the increases go 
ahead.  People are already paying £105.60 so they would then be paying a 
massive £217.60 in order to participate in their sport.  There is only one other 
sailing club in Greater Manchester whose members have to pay for parking and 
their charges are nowhere near this.  All other clubs offer free parking.  This means 
that people are likely to vote with their feet and go elsewhere.  Potential new 
members are put off by parking charges now, so if the increase goes ahead we 
may not manage to recruit many more new members.  This will result in the slow 
death of the club.

This would be a great pity because we are one of the top clubs in the North of 
England. Some of our members travel significant distances to sail in Rochdale.  
Our young members, trained at the club, have gone onto become national 
champions and indeed one won a silver medal at the London Olympics.  He was an 
ordinary Rochdale young man, but a talented sailor, who joined with his family and 
is still on the elite Olympic squad training with the sailing’s National Governing 
Body, the RYA.  He may figure in a future Olympic Games.

We have at the moment 53 young members, many of which will be taking part in 
our training programme.  Their ages range from 8 to 18.  Obviously, they can’t use 
public transport so their parents must bring them and, until they reach the age of 
14, must remain at the club to support and look after them when not on the water.  
Again, the increase in charges would have a big impact on family budgets.



On Rochdale Council’s website, there is a great deal about health & wellbeing, but 
this proposed increase in parking charges seems to be in direct opposition to that 
ideal.  In addition, the new Sport England strategy aims to increase the number of 
people in England taking part in sport and activity and decrease the number of 
people who are physically inactive no matter what their background, ability or age.  
This proposed increase will have the opposite effect.  It will make facilities less 
accessible to people from a low-income background who may not be able to afford 
parking charges especially on a regular basis.  The sport will become less 
accessible in a council borough where nearly half of the residents (47.4%) are 
found to live with ‘relatively high levels of disadvantage’ and of those, close to 
45.000 are deemed to be on the most vulnerable rung of society.

The club is well aware of this situation.  So, over the past five years, through 
funding from club members and by obtaining lottery funding we have been able to 
increase the number of club boats which members of the club can use.  For 
members under the age of 25 we levy no charge for using the club boats and for 
other adult members there is a nominal fee to cover our maintenance costs.  There 
are fifteen boats which are used for training and general sailing by people who 
may, or may not, be able to afford their own boat.  Local schools have been 
approached and offered free training for all who wished to take part.  We have 
certainly done our best to increase the ‘wellness’ of the borough.

In conclusion, the increase in parking charges will certainly have a detrimental 
effect on our sailing club.  It will decrease rather than increase the participation in 
sport in the borough at a time when the opposite should be the case.  It may be the 
beginning of the end for Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club which has been at the Lake 
since 1946.  We had hoped our club would have a long-term future and remain one 
of Rochdale’s sporting assets.

Yours faithfully                 .  Club Secretary – HLSC

Objection 2 sent by three objectors

We are writing as a members of Hollingworth Lake Rowing Club to protest at the 
proposed increase in parking charges to the car park on Lake Bank. We believe the 
new charges are punitive and wrongly discriminate against local people who are 
involved in sport and volunteering.

The rowing club is run entirely by volunteers and we have a large junior 
membership, as well as a significant number of senior members. The club operates 
at all levels encouraging complete beginners of all ages to join and learn the sport 
of rowing, through to athletes who go on and compete at national and international 
level.



We are active weekday evenings and weekends, and throughout the year crews try 
to get out on the water on Saturday and Sunday mornings.

We currently run a coaching course ‘Learn to Row’ which gives newcomers to the 
sport an opportunity to try the sport for a few weeks before becoming members, 
this involves at least six club members in regular coaching. These are members 
who enjoy rowing

themselves but give up their time to coach because new members would have no 
other way of learning the sport. They have undergone some weeks of training to 
prepare them to do this. Coaches often come early to try and get their own training 
underway before say a coaching slot between 10-12, however these frequently run 
over, due to variable weather conditions and the needs of the learn to row students. 
They may often therefore be present at the club for over 4 hours. Most come from a 
distance and have no option but to drive and use the car park. The increase in 
carpark charges would be a serious issue for them and would not only compromise 
the way in which the courses are run but would deter other volunteer coaches 
coming forwards in future because of the cost implications.

Many other members do more than just row, and give up their time to cook, repair 
the

building, coach and cox novice crews and all the other activities associated with 
running the  club. All these things are dependant upon members not clockwatching 
and thinking, I must go now otherwise I am going to have to pay an extortionate 
amount for parking!

The proposed carparking charges penalise those who are spending longer doing 
healthy activity at the expense of those who choose to just take the dog for a quick 
walk or nip to the chip shop.

The rowing club ticks so many boxes for Rochdale MBC, we provide low cost 
valuable

activity for a large number of young people, getting them outside and involved in 
healthy activity, and frequently starting a habit of exercise that will be with them for 
life, we also encourage many older people to re-start exercise, there is no age limit 
at HLRC.

We are not an elitist club, Hollingworth Lake Rowing Club was established in 1872 
as a club for working men, and it still is a club for working men and women. Our 
membership fees are not high because we do have a different membership profile 
to the Thameside and home counties rowing clubs so we don’t have the resources 
to start subsidising our coaches.

We hope you will be able to re-consider the parking charges and take on board our

comments. Yours faithfully



Objection 3

As a member of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club for over 50 years and regular 
weekly user of the parking facilities I must formally object to your proposal to 
increase daily rates by over100% to £5.00 per day This can only have a serious 
detrimental affect on the future of this sporting facility Please reconsider this 
proposal

Objection 4

I wish to object to the proposed changes to parking fees at Hollingworth lake.
H60/1238 - Tariff. I am a member of the sailing club and use the parking areas 
twice a week minimum. That could mean at minimum £500 a year to park in order 
to practise a sport. I bring my son to activity centre to practise sport.
It is grossly unfair to increase these charges from 2.50 to 5.00 because invariably 
those people who stay longer are those people who are practising sport - 
something that Rochdale should be encouraging not penalising. Sport centre car 
parks in the borough are free. 
You should be encouraging talent not penalising. We have a London Olympic silver 
medallist sailor Stuart Bithell. He practised here. 
There is also a Rowing club where young Rochdale future sportsmen and women 
practise. You are pricing people out of taking part.

The Activity centre has courses that involve staying over 2 hours by the time you 
include changing out of wetsuits together with course times. They have lots of 
courses they want to provide that last a day and the additional parking is not 
acceptable for those people practising sport.
No fees apply at Heywood sports centre or at Middleton sport centre.
Those who are practising their sport should be exempt from fees not as is now 
facing increased charges.
There are countrywide regattas held here. Other sportsmen and women who wish 
to take part in races who by coming to Rochdale and seeing the lake are increasing 
income to the borough and also minimalising the negative view many people 
already have of Rochdale.
Rochdale sailing club welcomes sailors from around the country and I have 
personally heard how they view Rochdale as one of the most welcoming hosts. 

We need to highlight the good in the Borough.
We need to promote young sporting talent not penalise.
Rochdale should be looking at improving the parking facilities for these 3 clubs at 
Hollingworth. Most times at weekends we are unable to park because of the 
number of visitors.i am very unhappy about the proposal and vote to request 
instead that you allow the 3 centre activity users free parking in both the car park at 
the Activity centre and the one down the road that is on dirt track ground.
Yours faithfully                 .

The car parks on Hollingworth Road and at the activity centre are extremely difficult 
to park in at weekends for sailors and rowers.   .



Objection 5

I would like register my objection to the proposed increases in parking tariffs set out 
in the H60/1238 order.

As a regular user of Lake Bank and Hollingworth Road car parks, I view the 100% 
increase in tariff (over 4 hours) as unacceptable. The surrounding area's on road 
parking is mainly permit only. This makes the car parks the only parking within 
reasonable distance from the Lake Side businesses and facilities. 

By increasing the tariffs you are penalising people who can not make use of 
parking elsewhere. 

These people are the patrons of local business and supporters of local sporting 
activity. 

No plans have been put forward for the uses of increased revenue. This worries 
me. 

Objection 6

I would like to add my objection to the more than 100% increase of the 4 hours and 
above car park charges at Hollingworth Road and Lake Bank parks.

I could accept a REASONABLE increase on grounds of inflation but the increase in 
volume of traffic using the car parks must in some way contribute to added income 
for the council anyway.

The main reason for the public visiting the area is for exercise whether young 
families or people using the Lake for sport and fitness training and it would be a 
great pity to discourage this by increasing the cost of a visit.

Yours faithfully                  .  (member of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club and a 
regular visitor with family including grandchildren with bikes.) 

Objection 7

Being a member of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club and using the facilities for the 
last 20 years I find it outrageous that you consider raising the parking fees from 
£2.10 to £5.00, a 138% increase.

I object to this and would ask you to reconsider for the benefit of local amenities 
users.

Objection 8

I wish you to reconsider the proposed increase in parking charges at the 
Hollingworth Lake sites.

In this time of austerity it is going to impose further costs to one's leisure time, in 
particular to the families and infirm visitors.



The Lake and its environment are a credit to the vision of Rochdale Council in 
providing nature trails, reserves,amenities,etc.,

Please do not impose a hike in parking charges, yet be proud of the service which 
the Founding Fathers of Rochdale Council and yourselves continue to 
appreciatively provide.

Objection 9

With reference to the proposed increase in prices for parking in the car parks 
surrounding Hollingworth Lake I am writing to object to the size of the increase 
proposed. In particular I feel that the increase for the four hour parking is 
excessively punitive. It has the potential to adversely effect the use of the Lake for 
on water sports activity. For regular participants in such activities it could easily add 
an additional cost in excess of £100 per annum. I feel that this is an unjustified tax 
on sporting activities.

Objection 10

I write to register my objection to the proposed increases to the parking charges at 
and around Hollingworth Lake.  

I am a family man with two young children; I enjoy bringing my children to the lake 
and the country park, where we spend time using the leisure facilities there, and 
getting my kids active and out on the water through the Water Activity Centre and 
the sailing club.  We are, after all, constantly being told we should all be more 
active!   

Almost all of my visits to the lake are for more than 4 hours, and I’ve always 
thought that the parking charges are very realistic.  However, an increase from 
£2.20 to £5.00 is, in my opinion, absurd and completely unjustifiable.  When the 
charges increased last time – a couple of years ago I think it was – from £2.00 or 
£2.10 to £2.20, that was an acceptable increase.  An increase of more than double 
cannot be justified, especially when it is a car park that largely serves leisure 
activities that are to be encouraged to keep us all fit and active!  It is almost a tax 
on activity!

Many of the people I see at the lake, especially at weekends, are young families 
with babies and young children.  Many of them may visit for a low-cost activity day 
out in the fresh air with family – on the play equipment or simply just walking 
around the lake.  For many of the people I see, I suspect a £5 charge will be 
prohibitive.

£5 is too high.  It is high enough to make people think twice about whether they 
want to visit the lake; there is a good chance it will damage the businesses that are 
local to the lake, and is likely to reduce visitors to the Activity Centre.



A smaller increase would probably be entirely acceptable.  £2.50 / £2.60 maybe 
even as high as £3 at a push, but £5!!!!! It is beyond words.

I trust that you will reconsider your decision and propose more realistic – lower – 
increases in place of the current proposals.

Objection 11

I am writing to object to the proposed  increases in parking charges for Hollingworth 
lake car parks. The lake is a family attraction and I feel the increases in charges 
discourages visitors from spending the day at the lake.

The rowing and sailing club are also going to be hit by the increases. As many 
activities run by these clubs are staffed by volunteers, increasing charges will deter 
these people from spending sufficient time to be of value in their role. 

Also the more serious and committed athletes who need to train often and for 
prolonged periods will be heavily penalised and will find this discouraging. 

The higher charges will result in increased parking in residential area and could 
compromise the safety of residents.

Objection 12

I wish to strongly object to the doubling of the all day parking fee at Lakebank and 
Hollingworth Road.This will greatly affect members of Hollingworth Lake Sailing 
Club who sail  every Sunday from the beginning of March to the middle of 
December. Regards,                 . (Member of HLSC)

Objection 13

I wish to appeal against the increase in parking charges at the Hollingworth Lake 
car parks in Littleborough.  Whilst I understand that increases need to be made it 
seems unfair for the prices to be increased by over 100% for a stay of over 4 hours.  
This area is a place which attracts visitors and with such an extreme price increase 
people will be deterred from visiting or choose to park on side roads or main roads.  
This will affect residents in the area who have to deal with parking problems around 
their homes as it is, or cause problems for drivers travelling around the area as cars 
will park on main roads to avoid payment, causing obstructions to other car users 
and pedestrians.

Hollingworth Lake Country Park should be a place which can be enjoyed both by 
local people and visitors from outside the area.  It needs to be affordable plus a 
safe place to walk/exercise etc without having to navigate around abandoned 
vehicles because drivers are unwilling to pay such an extortionate charges for 
parking their vehicles.

I would appreciate it if you could look into lowering the increase in the charges.



Objection 14

I am writing to object to the proposed increases in car parking charges for both the 
Lank Bank and Hollingworth Road car parks from £2.20 to £5.00 (for over four 
hours).

As an avid and frequent visitor to the lake and as a member of the sailing club, I 
strong disagree with these increases given the cost has over doubled. This is unfair 
and unacceptable and I'm writing to object on the grounds that the increase is not 
justified or required.

Frequent and long stay (sailors spend all day at the club on a Sunday) visitors will 
be penalised with this increase and it really is unfair. It is going to put people off 
coming to the Lake and visiting the area given the costs. £2.20 is a very reasonable 
cost and I would think £3 for over 4 hours is a big enough increase to benefit the 
council and to respect the Lake and its visitors.

Objection 15 sent by two objectors

I wish to raise an objection to the proposed increase in charges for parking at 
Hollingworth lake. I am a registered carer for my wife, often drive to the lake for a 
walk round, because it is a flat walk. Our last visit was on Sunday. It would be too 
expensive, we are both pensioners. I would also suggest that the many local 
businesses would suffer from a drop in trade.

Objection 16

I would like to register my objection to the proposed rise in parking fees at the 
Hollingworth Lake Car Parks. The current prices seem reasonable but if it is 
increased to £5 (for fours hours plus) I will use it far less often. I imagine many 
other visitors will feel the same and there will then be a decrease in income for the 
visitor centre and cafes (and also for the Activity Centre).

Keep any price rises reasonable please.

Objection 17

Objection to this what I personally think is a massive rise and I feel it would 
encourage people to park for free in areas that are not resident only parking This 
already happens on our road at busier times.

Objection 18

How can you justify putting up the fees for parking around Hollingsworth Lake by so 
much money. It is a very popular spot and busy. People wanting to take part in 
water activities at the Water Activity centre or the Sailing club are being clobbered 
for charges on a weekly basis which has increased out of proportion. How wrong is 
that!!!
                .  Member at HLSC for 55 years



Objection 19

Please accept this e-mail as my objection to the increase in parking charges at 
Lake Bank and Hollingsworth Road, Littleborough.

Objection 20

I submit an objection to the proposed increases in car parking charges for both the 
Lank Bank and Hollingworth Road car parks from £2.20 to £5.00 (for over four 
hours).

We have two children that participate in sports at the Lake and this would really 
harm our budget for activities at the water centre.  It also hurts our budget even 
without participating in sports.  In the news, recently it has been stated that Council 
Tax for Rochdale is higher than that of Manchester.  You really are squeezing us 
dry and this kind of higher charge on lifestyle as well as household bills is upsetting.

Objection 21

To Rochdale Council re the proposed increase in parking charges at Hollingworth 
Lake

Although I live within walking distance of Hollingworth Lake and rarely use the Lake 
bank car park I wish to object most strongly to the proposed increase in car park 
charges, in particular the proposed rate for parking in excess of four hours, from 
£2.20 to £5.00

The vast majority of people who used the Lakebank car park or indeed Hollingworth 
Rd car park in excess of four hours commonly are engaged in water sports either at 
HOLWAC, the Rowing Club or the Sailing Club.

These people are regular attenders at these clubs so any increase will be felt often 
on a weekly basis, mounting to a sizeable sum when taken on over a year or more.

Many of these people travel in from beyond Rochdale, travelling 20/30miles is quite 
common, so using public transport carrying watersports gear is not a viable 
alternative for most participants.

It is a commonly held view that those who do watersports , in particular sailing and 
rowing, must be comfortably off in order to afford to do the sport so could easily 
afford the proposed increase. This view may have had some credibility in the post 
war 1950’s, but rapidly ceased to have relevance from the mid 1960’s onwards. 
The membership of the Sailing Club is made up of people from a wide socio 
economic background, to a few the increase is immaterial however for many, 
particularly families and students the increase represents another cost in an 
already economically tightening situation.  Unfortunately the view of well heeled 
sailors and rowers is one that persists widely today and I suspect that some elected 



councillors may not be immune to that view, however the reality is somewhat 
different.

Clearly the people who live in the immediate vicinity of the lake have had to put up 
with street parking for many years and the restricted neighbourhood zone has 
alleviated their problems. One solution to the parking problem for a regular user is 
to drop off kit and then walk in having parked just beyond the restricted zone. This 
in turn will cause problems for residents who happen to live just beyond the zone 
and has already started to have an impact judging at the number of cars parked on 
Knowl View and the beginning of Derwent Drive last Sunday.

Most watersports clubs are located in areas that tend to be less popular with the 
public so car parking is not usually an issue, indeed I am lead to believe that only 
one other watersports  venue in Greater Manchester has paid parking and that is 
pitched at a reasonable rate for the time being. Consequently watersports at 
Hollingworth could be more expensive than compared to other facilities in GM and 
that could impact on attracting new members to any of the clubs.

As I have already stated , the proposed increase in parking fees  and possible 
consequential parking congestion beyond the restricted zone with have little effect 
on myself, however it could have a damaging effect on the watersports on 
Hollingworth and on the long term membership of the clubs that use the lake.

 The proposed increase is effectively an unwarranted tax on those participating in 
watersports  at Hollingworth Lake and is very likely to have a detrimental effect on 
watersports participation particularly for  those whose budgets are already very 
tight.

Objection 22

I object to the proposed order to increase car parking fees for both Lake Bank and 
Hollingworth Rd car parks. regards

Objection 23

I am writing to object to the price increases being brought to the car parks at 
hollingworth lake. I rarely go due to car park prices so would definitely be unable to 
afford to go if the prices go up. I enjoy going to the lake for a nice walk but as I 
livery with long term illness I can't afford to go as much as I'd like. Thank you

Objection 24

I wish to object to the new proposed charges for parking at Hollingworth Lake.
This car park is used by many people every weekend. People of all ages. Many 
families walk around the lake in all weathers, taking fresh air and quality family 
time. Which is what we are all urged to do.
These new charges will be paid by some, but what about people on low incomes 
who perhaps don't have gardens, at Hollingworth they can walk with babies 
toddlers on a safe path (no cars).



These families will either try and park on the already congested roads around, or 
just not come at all. What is the council thinking of, we need to encourage people to 
walk, talk, have fun and share good family time.
It seems most unfair.

Objection 25

I have just found out about the proposed parking increase at Hollingsworth Lake 
from£2.20 to £5 for over 4 hours. I am shocked by this increase. Many families and 
walking groups use this car park for all day recreation at the Lake. We are actively 
encouraged to participate in outdoor activities for health and mental well being. 
Such an increase will have a detrimental effect. The price is prohibitive to the very 
people who use it and need it most, young families and the elderly. Once again 
anything that is attractive to the area of Rochdale is being priced out of the market. 
Please reconsider your actions.
Yours sincerely                 . A REGULAR WALKER IN THE AREA.

Objection 26

I am writing to you to object to the car park charges at hollingworth lakes car parks. 
I think it is disgusting that they would be raised by so much! 

You can't even go for a walk these days without being ripped off.

Objection 27

I am writing to you to object the proposal to raise the parking charges at 
Hollingworth Lake to £5 a day (H60/1238 - Tariff).

My family are active members of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club we use the Lake 
car parks between 1 and 2 times a week throughout the year. 

The club and its many volunteers are having to work hard to attract and retain 
new members to the club. I feel that the rise in a parking charge will put a lot of 
people off from attending the club.

Ultimately if added parking charges deter new and current members from attending 
the club on a regular basis, the club will probably fold. 

Many people visit the lake just to watch the boats on the lake - the rise in charges 
could ultimately change the lake forever and result in fewer visitors in the long run.

I cannot believe that Rochdale council would increase parking charges to £5 a day 
for parking in a dirty, gravel, poorly maintained car parks (information centre 
and hollingworth rd).

I urge that you reconsider the tariff increase before it is too late.



Objection 28

I am writing to object  most strongly to the proposed increase in car parking 
charges set out in Schedule 4 of this Order in respect of the 3 car parks in the 
vicinity of Hollingworth Lake. 

I am a member of HLRC and a frequent user of the car park at the lake. 

The proposed increases will discriminate against the club members.

HLRC is run by volunteers many of whom spend 4 hrs or more at the club at 
weekends.

Our elite athletes train more frequently and for longer and would be unfairly 
discriminated against. 

The population in the NW is one of the least active according to a news report 
yesterday. Health and weight problems are often highlighted as issues that need to 
be addressed and should therefore be targeted by encouraging more people to 
exercise yet your parking charges will effectively penalise those who  already 
exercise and even more so for those who exercise more seriously. 

It seems the proposed parking charges contradict the National Planning Policy 
Framework (para 7)  which seeks as one of its 3 key aims being ‘a social role – 
supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities,… with accessible local 
services that reflect the community’s needs and support its health, social and 
cultural well-being;’ Section 8 of NPPF expands on the promoting of healthy 
communities. Hollingworth Lake is a great venue that offers a wide range of 
alternative water sports ( rowing, sailing, wind surfing, kayaking) as well as outdoor 
land based sports and is unique in the Rochdale area in offering ‘less commonly 
available sports’ that offer all round fitness to women and girls as well as men and 
boys of all ages.  

I urge you therefore to reject the proposed increases in parking charges under 
schedule 4 of this Order.

Objection 29

Residents of Smithy bridge recently had a residents only parking review, we voted 
against it.  Now we hear of this charge being brought in to raise parking charges at 
the lake this changes things and feels very unfair and underhanded.  Residents 
parking is confined to lakeside streets and I feel the charges increased will create a 
knock on effect for us down in the village which already get parking from visitors but 
not currently that bad.

Lake visitors tend to be people from less affluent areas in Gtr Manchester who want 
fresh air and a cheaper day out for their families and can't afford further afield such 
as Blackpool.  Why would you make them pay these silly prices for a visit to the 



lake?  They need time to explore the area and have a picnic without having to rush. 
The lake is busier than Rochdale centre for tourists yet this seems to be an 
incentive to drive them away from here too.

Objection 30

Please do not increase the charges for parking as this will just make Hollingworth 
Road the car park. It is already busy on the main road and this will just exacerbate 
the problem. 
How can you justify an increase of over 100%?

Objection 31

I hereby would like my objections be known.
Firstly, the increase is laughable.
Secondly, the Area in question brings masses of tourism trade to the Borough 
which will be hugely affected if the proposals go ahead, less people will visit; the 
domino affect doesn't need spelling out. Please do not carry out this proposal. 
Thank you

Objection 32

I am writing my objection to the proposed increase in parking charges at 
Hollingworth Lake.  This rise is significantly above the current rate of inflation.

I am a member of the Sailing Club and sail there during the sailing season that 
 runs from the beginning of March until December.  There are three races on 
Sundays which start at 1.00pm.  I and other club members arrive at around 
12.15pm to rig their boats and change.  We leave the shore at approximately 
12.45pm.  The last race finishes around 5.00pm.  This means that all the 
participants in the racing will be over the 4-hour time limit and therefore incur the 
new top rate car parking charge of £5.

There are generally 48 Sundays on our racing calendar which means for someone 
who sails on every Sunday, an increase of £112 is proposed if the increases go 
ahead.  People are already paying £105.60 so they would then be paying a 
massive £217.60 in order to participate in their sport.  There is only one other 
sailing club in Greater Manchester whose members have to pay for parking and 
their charges are nowhere near this.  All other clubs offer free parking.  This means 
that people are likely to vote with their feet and go elsewhere.  Potential new 
members are put off by parking charges now, so if the increase goes ahead we 
may not manage to recruit many more new members.  I am a Senior Dinghy 
Instructor who has voluntarily given many man-hours for free over many years 
introducing large numbers of adults and children to the sport of sailing and the Club 
and I am very concerned that such a charge could will result in the slow death of 
the club.



This would be a great pity because we are one of the top clubs in the North of 
England. Some of our members travel significant distances to sail in Rochdale.  
Our young members, trained at the club, have gone onto become national 
champions and indeed one won a silver medal at the London Olympics.  He was an 
ordinary Rochdale young man, but a talented sailor, who joined with his family and 
is still on the elite Olympic squad training with the sailing’s National Governing 
Body, the RYA.  He may figure in a future Olympic Games.   Other young members 
have gone on to secure permanent jobs in the national Marine Industry and some 
have commented that being members of a Sailing Club has been a major steadying 
influence on their maturity development.  In fact, the National Governing Body’s 
North West Region’s representative was and is a member of HLSC.

We have at the moment 53 young members, many of which will be taking part in 
our training programme.  Their ages range from 8 to 18.  Obviously, they can’t use 
public transport so their parents must bring them and, until they reach the age of 
14, must remain at the club to support and look after them when not on the water.  
Again, the increase in charges would have a big impact on family budgets.  At the 
other end, we still have active members in their 70’s, who are obviously 
pensioners.  Sailing is an active sport for all ages.

The Rochdale Council has a policy on health & wellbeing, but this proposed 
increase in parking charges seems to be in direct opposition to that ideal.  In 
addition, the new Sport England strategy aims to increase the number of people in 
England taking part in sport and activity and decrease the number of people who 
are physically inactive, no matter what their background, ability or age.  This 
proposed increase will have the opposite effect.  It will make facilities less 
accessible to people from a low-income background who may not be able to afford 
parking charges especially on a regular basis.  The sport will become less 
accessible in a council borough where nearly half of the residents (47.4%) are 
found to live with ‘relatively high levels of disadvantage’ and of those, close to 
45.000 are deemed to be on the most vulnerable rung of society.

The club is well aware of the financial cost of entering sailing.  So, over the past 
five years, I have played a major role in securing lottery funding  for 4 training boats 
and with the support of funding from club members we have been able to increase 
the number of club boats, which members of the club can use.  For members under 
the age of 25 we levy no charge for using the club boats and for other adult 
members there is a nominal fee to cover our maintenance costs.  There are fifteen 
boats which are used for training and general sailing by people who may, or may 
not, be able to afford their own boat.   I and the Club have certainly done our best 
to increase the ‘wellness’ of the borough.

Rochdale’s Council policy on car parking over many decades played a significant 
role in driving shoppers from the town centre and it now appears they want to have 
another go at messing things up.  The increase in parking charges will certainly 
have a detrimental effect on our sailing club.  It will decrease rather than increase 



the participation in sport in the borough at a time when the opposite should be the 
case.  It may be the beginning of the end for Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club, which 
has been at the Lake since 1946.  I have worked hard to ensure the club would 
have a long-term future and remain one of Rochdale’s sporting assets.

I write this objection, even though the financial impact on me will actually not be too 
large, as many times I can actually walk to the Club, as I live fairly close.   However 
I am fairly certain that such a charge will result in many more people deciding to 
avoid such a large parking charge, by parking in the Dale View and Brown Lodge 
estates beyond the present permit parking limits and thus causing more 
disturbance for local residents.

The parking at the Lake is a problem.  A solution can be to enlarge the car park of 
Hollingworth Road, surface it properly and mark out bays so that it can a much 
greater number of cars than at present.  Yes, it will involve removing a few trees, 
but as they are down in the hollow this will not impact any views.  As a result of tree 
planting by the Council, individuals and natural spread of vegetation, there are 
already many more trees in the area than there were a couple of decades ago and 
so such a cutback is acceptable from an overall environmental view.  For a start, it 
would cut down the wastage in fuel and reduction in pollution caused by people 
have to waste time driving around in circles looking for a place to park. Regards

Objection 33

This letter is in objection to the proposed increase to parking charges in Schedule 
4. The new proposed charges are completely unacceptable. Whilst I do see that 
£2.20 is fairly cheap for over 4 hours, charging £5 for the same number of hours is 
completely absurd. 

This will this discourage anyone who wishes to partake in Outdoor activities run by 
link4life, the Hollingworth lake sailing club and the Hollingworth lake rowing club 
and walkers. Most people who attend all these activities club will stay way beyond 
four hours.  Rochdale has been labelled one of the country’s least active towns so 
we should be encouraging people to participate in active pursuits as much as 
possible.

Raising the prices will not only affect those organisations stated above it could 
affect local businesses.

I hope you will reconsider this proposal.

Objection 34

May we put in a plea for the charge for parking at Lank Bank & Hollingworth Road 
to remain the same and not increased . My husband and I have sailed for many 
years at the sailing club and now visit often We are now in our 80s so have many 
happy memories. We have sailed for many years at a high level and one of the 
Olympic  boy sails there. It is an excellent sport for youths keeping them off the 



streets and out of trouble besides teaching discipline in a healthy environment.The 
fact that sailing and other club activities take a whole day it is a severe blow to find 
that the car park fees are to rise so steeply how can any sailor afford a full days 
parking at your proposed increase? Like many others we hope you will reconsider 
the parking costs.

                .  ex Commadore          . Sailing club and wife

Objection 35

Link4life are raising an objection to the proposed new charges to be implemented 
at Hollingworth Lake Country Park.  Link4Life are presently in discussions with 
Rochdale Borough Council to look at the future management and development of 
the Country Park, the timings of these proposed increases is not ideal.  

The 127% increase to the ‘4 hours and over’ which exceeds the Council’s 5% price 
increase recommendation,  could have a significant impact on the ability of 
Link4Life to enhance and deliver the future sustainability of the Hollingworth Lake 
Water Activity Centre and the wider park itself.

The majority of the Activities presently delivered at the Water Activity Centre have a 
duration that is longer than 4 hours and this will have an impact on whether 
customer choose to  book or not.  Schools and other Educational establishments 
make up a large percentage of the bookings and with the reduction in their present 
financial position this additional charge will be a factor in whether children in some 
of the most deprived areas of the Borough of Rochdale can have access to 
adventure and outdoors education.

The ‘Vision’ for the Country Park is to be able to provide an accessible opportunity 
for all residence of Rochdale to experience Adventure and the great outdoors which 
is safe, enjoyable and affordable.  The benefits to the residence of Rochdale in 
terms of mental welling being and Physical health by emerged in nature should 
outweigh any short term financial gain.

We would ask you to consider the wider implications before making a decision to 
implement this substantial increase to the parking charges.

Objection 36

It is with some dismay that we hear that Rochdale Council are intending putting up 
the car park charges around Hollingworth Lake Country Park. Whilst we understand 
the financial constraints the council are under, we strongly object to the increase in 
parking fees for time over 4 hours, from £2.20 to £5.00.

This increase will adversely affect all our members but particularly our coaching

volunteers who regularly spend in excess of 5 hours at the club on both Saturdays 
and Sundays, most weekends of the year. They help local adults and children get 
involved in sport and activity by volunteering their time freely. To expect them now 



to pay more than double for their parking seems extraordinary! It seems even more 
incongruous that those who visit the lake, purely to walk to the chip shop will have 
to pay less than 10% extra!

Shibden Park in Halifax have also put up their parking charges – however £1.50 for 
over 2hrs is far more palatable to regular users.

We are sure that the vast majority of people who pay for over 4 hours parking will 
be members and volunteers of the Rowing and Sailing Clubs, and Activity centre 
users who will already be paying membership fees and hire charges. Why is the 
council penalising them for effectively trying to help the local community?

Yours Sincerely,                 .  Captain. On behalf of Hollingworth Lake Rowing Club

Objection 37

I am a frequent user of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club.

During the summer I would iuse it at least twice a week and at times more if there is 
a special sailing event.

Your prices have increased 100 percent on a day parking.  I consider this to be 
outrageously greedy.  

I have no income because I am a pensioner.  

My activity may have to be limited because of this huge increase.

There will be many others like me who may also sail or partake in other sporting 
activities and have to use public car-parks.

I hope this will be taken into consideration before you agree on this price rise. 
Thank you

Objection 38 

Yet again we see the easy targeting of certain members of the public by our 
Council.

The charges at the Hollingworth Lake tourist parking spots are targeted at 100% 
increases in a time when low single figure increases may/ should have been more 
acceptable.



The expectation by our Council for increases in charges to bolster it’s sadly 
depleted treasure chest (whilst spending more on Allowances) has to be credible 
and acceptable by those affected.

An increase in parking charges of the proposed nature maybe insignificant to the 
day tripper who visits rarely, but to people like myself who visit on a regular basis 
the increase represents an increase in expenditure of some £120 on the year.

As a pensioner that is not to be dismissed lightly and as part of a fitness regime will 
have to be looked at closely, in order to prioritise expenditure.

The parking charge situation in Rochdale as a whole is somewhat extraordinary, 
since the Town centre is free in certain parts for 3 hours and in others it is pay and 
display.

The feature of free parking took years of thought by our committees to consider, 
time went by, the development of the river started and eventually was passed but 
people had voted with their feet already shopping at out of town venues where 
parking was not an issue.

The same could be said for the situation at the Lake, businesses could be under 
pressure from depleted visitors.

I would strongly advise you to look again at the proposed increases, with a view to 
reducing them to a level which is more representative in these financial times and 
where people can come visit our beautiful surrounding without feeling they have be 
ripped off yet again. Yours faithfully

Objection 39

I wish to object to the proposed increase in parking charges for the car parks at 
Hollingworth Lake.

Whist appreciating that the increase in charges for parking over 4 Hrs from £2-20 to

£5-00 will bring in much revenue for the council and that as a popular tourist spot 
£5 for up to a days parking is reasonable for visitors, it is a vast increase for lake 
users at the Sailing and Rowing Clubs.

A member of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club who was wishing to take part in the 
Sunday racing, would have to pay £5 to park. This is of course in addition to any 
club fees. Any member doing a safety boat duty has no alternative and has to be 
there for the whole afternoon until at least 5pm.

 Anyone looking for somewhere to sail would have to consider the  £5 each week 
extra, when deciding which club to join.

At a time when sporting activity is being encouraged, anything which could put 
people off starting water activities at Hollingworth Lake is not a great idea.



The increased charges could also tempt some of our members to join other clubs 
where parking is free.

We. like all sporting clubs, are trying hard to increase membership and this 
proposal is a very negative move.

I am sure the council would not want to see the demise of HLSC after 60 Years. 

Yours Faithfully

Objection 40 sent by two objectors

I want to take this opportunity to strongly object to the excessive increase in car 
parking fees with regard to Hollingworth Lake car parks.
Being involved with the resources at the Lake, in particular the sailing club this will 
impose increased charges at an excessive rate.
We all understand that Rochdale council as many, if not all councils are finding it 
difficult to balance the books and look to increasing revenues in as many ways as 
possible.
With regard to people like myself who have to park usually in excess of 4 hours the 
jump in charges is onerous and unfair.
Smaller increases in the maximum charge would not unduly impact on those of us 
who help to keep the undoubtable beautiful lake as magnificent as it is and the 
council should quite rightly be proud of its ownership of it.
In view of this I and many others implore that if maximum charges are increased 
they are kept to a fair amount.
Thank you for your interest in this very important decision.

Objection 41

I am contacting you with regards to your price increase to carparks at Hollingworth 
lake for extended periods over 4 hrs from £2.20 to £5.00. H60/1238 Tariff.
As a weekly user of the lakes facilitys (ie ) Sailing club, Rowing club and localised 
business, I fully object to this increase which seems to amount to nothing but sheer 
greed and disregard for local community and business, who regular use of the said 
facilitys helps the local economy.
This appears to be something that needs to have been discussed with local 
community and business first with possible other alternatives, eg, subsidised 
passes for regular use,

I look forward to your response.                .  Littleborough Resident.

Objection 42

I write to register my objection to the proposed increases in car-parking fees for 
periods over 4 hours, particularly in respect of Hollingworth Lake car-parking.

As someone who has been an active sailor at Hollingworth Lake for more than 50 
years using the car parks regularly, the increase from £2.20 to £5 proposed is 
excessive. This healthy sporting activity results in stays over 4 hours. Generally I 
park on the Hollingworth Road Car-Park which, like the Visitor Centre Car-Park, is 



poorly surfaced and often muddy with no organised parking bays. In this situation, it 
seems particularly ill advised to expect a charge similar to properly surfaced car-
parks elsewhere in the Borough. On the basis of being at the Lake on 40 Sundays 
a year, the cost increase would go from an acceptable £88 to £200, which is a 
considerable extra burden for active participation in healthy exercise. I am also sure 
that the residents beyond the Milbury Drive and Cleggswood Avenue restricted 
parking areas would not appreciate more cars parking on their streets to avoid 
these increased charges.

The boating activity on the Lake is one of the significant attractions for others 
visiting the Lake. It would be to the detriment of the ‘jewel in Rochdale’s crown’ if 
the costs of parking at the Lake resulted in the active sports going elsewhere where 
parking costs are zero or minimal.

Objection 43

I would like to lodge a formal objection to the proposed increase in car parking 
charges at Hollingworth Lake which are detailed in Schedule 4 of your Tariff and 
Operational Hours Order.

As a Rochdale resident I have, for the last 48 years, enjoyed actively participating 
in the sport of dinghy sailing on Hollingworth Lake as a member of Hollingworth 
Lake Sailing Club.  I now discover that, on Sunday afternoons which is when our 
club racing takes place, as our sessions are over four hours that I will now be faced 
with an increase of over 100% in car parking charges from £2.20 to £5.00.

This huge increase in charges for both the Lake Bank and Hollingworth Road car 
parks will have a massively detrimental impact to activity at the lake.  It will 
significantly increase the cost of sports’ participation at the lake and will be to 
detriment to the rowing club, the sailing club, and regular users of the activity 
centre.

On your own website, the Health & Wellbeing section states that “exercise can 
improve your health, confidence and quality of life.  It is a great stress buster, can 
help keep the weight off and it lowers your risk of developing major chronic 
diseases like heart disease and diabetes.  Physical activity can also boost mental 
wellbeing and change your outlook on life”.  Also, the new Sport England strategy 
aims to increase the number of people in England taking part in sport and activity 
and decrease the number of people who are physically inactive no matter what 
their background, ability or age.

Your proposed increase in car parking charges at Hollingworth Lake will have the 
direct opposite effect to this.

The proposed increases would make the lake’s sporting facilities less accessible to 
people who may not be able to afford the parking charges especially on a regular 
basis making our sport less accessible in a council borough where nearly half of 



residents (47.4%) are found to live with ‘relatively high levels of disadvantage’ and 
of those, close to 45,000 are deemed to be in the most vulnerable rung of society.

Rochdale Council should not be penalising the regular active participation in sport.

Finally, I would like to comment on the current car parking layout of the 
Hollingworth Road car park which is completely unstructured and haphazard.  By 
trimming back some of the scrub vegetation at the edges and setting out parking 
bays using timber bauks you could easily accommodate four lines of parking at 
right angles to two six metre wide circulation aisles with further parking at the north 
end enlargement in width.  This would (at minimal capital cost) increase the car 
park’s capacity by at least 33% and if you decided against any parking fee 
increases you would still have a significant increase in revenue.  It would also 
encourage more use of this car park and would help to reduce the issue of ‘parking 
on the street’ on the roads up to and around the lake.

Objection 44 sent by two objectors

I am writing as a member of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club to lodge my objections 
to your proposed changes set out in Schedule 4 affecting Hollingworth Lake 
Country Park Car Park, Hollingworth Road Car Park, Lake Bank Car Park to 
increase the cost of parking fees. 

I have been a  member of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club for over 25years and 
continue to enjoy the sport with my family with both of my children having become 
keen young sailors.  Sailing at the Lake means we are there for over 4 hours on 
least one day a week (mainly Sunday’s) so would incur your maximum charge of £5 
every time we came to participate in our sport. 

The sailing club is run by the members for the members and over the years have 
produced many national champions and also a silver medallist at the London 2012 
Olympics. 

The club offers very competitive memberships fees – with a year’s membership for 
an adult being £155, junior & youth members being £33 however with your new 
proposed car parking fees this would double the cost of being a member of the 
sailing club, as there is no alternative than to use the car parks as all the local 
streets are residents permits only.  We need to take heavy kit bags for our days 
sailing and sometimes gear for our boat, so using alternative forms of transport 
would be difficult. Also members come from a large catchment area to sail at 
Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club. 

Personally I also go up to the sailing club on several Saturday’s and days in the 
school holidays to instruct children / young people how to sail, this I do voluntarily 
and do not receive  any expenses as do many other members who provide training 
for new members of all ages. 



As a sailing club we are competing with many sport activities available these days 
to attract members,  in attracting new members we are also in competition with 
other sailing clubs across the North West all of which have parking within their club 
grounds so members do not have any additional costs in going sailing to their club 
memberships. 

In conclusion I request you review your proposal to increase parking fees for 
parking  over 4 hours  to consider those using these car parks to access sports 
they participate in which contribute to their self –management of their  health and 
wellbeing. 

Regards                 . /                 . and family.

Objection 45

I am writing to object to the proposed increase in car parking charges at 
Hollingworth Lake Information Centre. I feel the scale of increase from £2.20 to £5 
is excessive. The increase is out of proportion with either the cost of living index or 
the increase in domestic rates in the Borough which is approximately 4.5%. This 
will result in people not using the car park and parking on the road which will be a 
loss of income.

I represent Bury HF walking group. We have in excess of 230 members in the 
group and have five different walks each week. A large number of our walks start 
from Hollingworth Lake Car Park.  The present charge is in keeping with other car 
parks used by our group in the area. I am aware of other walking groups who use 
the car park but will not have seen the information of the planned increase and 
therefore will not have the opportunity to object.

I trust you will review you proposed increase and retain the present charge. I will be 
forwarding a copy of this objection to my local councillors Mr Ashley Dearnley and 
Mr Robert Clegg.

Yours Thankfully                 . President Bury HF Walking Group

Objection 46

I believe you are proposing to increase car parking around this area. As a relatively 
new member of Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club I am writing to protest at the 
proposed increases. To sail requires parking for 6/7 hours each Sunday and I 
believe you aim to increase what is already a great annual expense for me and many 
others. Many in the sailing club are families or retired people with stretched budgets 
and limited income. Your proposals can only reduce the number of people from 
sailing, an activity which has been encouraged for many years by the Council. 
 
To be clear I wish to protest in the strongest sense to any increase in charges for the 
period 11am to 6 pm on Sundays. Regards



Objection 47

I would like to formally object to your proposed car park charge increase at 
Hollingworth Lake (H60/1238 – Tariff).

This increase is a major percentage change (clearly over 100%) and for lake users 
(where there is already considered to be a poor provision of parking), this is not 
acceptable.

I am a member of HLSC (Sailing Club) and I know that the parking charges are 
already a major problem for the watersports & activity centres by the lake. This will 
damage our attendance at external events (a direct and indirect loss to local 
economy & the club's success). It will also affect membership in my opinion - even 
events such as taster days will be poorly attended if people have to pay as much as 
£5 for parking.

I do not object to a small fee increase but this is just too significant. I may also 
choose to relocate sailing clubs long term as Rochdale isn't exactly convenient.

Would appreciate your reply! Kind regards

Objection 48

Since its inception in 1946 Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club has provided a venue for 
the pursuit of sailing as a recreational sport, or, more seriously, racing.

It has given a warm welcome to any one, no matter their age, sex, ability or ethnicity, 
wishing to learn the sport in friendly atmosphere. The skills learnt are “Life” skills.

At a time when Government and its associated organisations are actively promoting 
people to take exercise, in all its forms, a large increase in parking charges at 
Hollingworth Lake seems counter-productive. It will most certainly have an effect on 
the Club’s ability to attract and keep members.

Parking and its charges are already a problem.

I ask that the Council think again concerning the implementation of this huge 
increase thus making sure that the sport of sailing is still available to all.

After all the promotion of good health and reduction in obesity is to everybody’s 
advantage, especially the National Health Service.

Yours sincerely                 .  Trustee Hollingworth Lake S.C.

Objection 49

I am writing with reference to the increased charges for parking proposed at 
Hollingworth Lake.



Both my daughter who is 5 years old & myself use this car park regularly as we not 
only sail but also use the Lake & visitors centre for various activities, predominantly 
in an effort to keep fit. 

This increase in the parking charge feels like it is penalizing people for keeping 
healthy, extremely importantly keeping fit as well as enjoying & learning about our 
precious countryside. We will certainly have to reduce all of these above activities 
considerably to be able to afford the new parking charges proposed.

This increase really is such a bad idea, making it more difficult & putting people off 
getting exercise & getting outside -surely this is what the Government ploughs 
millions of pounds into trying to get people to do???? Children especially require 
encouragement to leave their technology devises but if the parents are unable to 
afford the parking charges then it will not be an option.

As a result more people will park in the neighboring residential roads which will really 
not make the residents very happy -with good cause!

I'm also sure that revenue will be lost in the business around the lake as people will 
have to budget in the astronomical parking charges.

I seriously object to the proposed increase in charges & I'm sure that there must be a 
more viable way of raising a few pounds a year which does not discourage people to 
keep fit & healthy! Kind regards

Objection 50

Dear sirs I write to request members of hollingworth lake sailing club and other club 
lake users are exempt from the car park charge increase. I like other members have 
no choice but to use the car park. I plan to sail at the club this year with my 9 year 
old daughter and the proposed increase in fees is a significant deterrent. I may be 
forced to look elsewhere. Please bear in mind this is a recreation base in Rochdale 
not a place where people park to shop and work and you should not deter users who 
want to participate in water sports . Most sailing clubs have free parking and your 
plan will significantly damage hlsc going forward in terms of attracting new members 
Yours sincerely

Objection 51

I am objecting to the proposed increase in car parking charges at the Hollingworth 
Lake car parks (Schedule 4).

Increasing the “over 4 hour” charge to £5 from £2.20 is completely unreasonable.

I visit the lake at least 30 times a year and so it could cost me about an extra £100 
per year.

Such an increase is intolerable and would affect my leisure time and consequently 
my health and wellbeing.



 

As a comparison I have parked at “York Park and ride car parks” which are £2.90 per 
day and that include one return bus fare – far better value! Yours,

Objection 52

I write to object about the proposed increase to car parking charges at Hollingsworth 
Lake. For the past 50 years my family and I have spent our Sundays at the Sailing 
Club. I park in the official car park because there is no street parking nearby and we 
cannot park in the boat park on racing days because there is no room. Our racing 
day lasts more than 4 hours - hence the highest new charge would apply. Some rise 
would be understandable but not from £2.20 to £5. This is both unreasonable and 
disproportionate and wipes out my weekly state pension increase. I would urge you 
to reconsider the matter as we are regular Lake Users and ratepayers via the Club. 
We have no alternative parking facilities,
Thank you,                . and family

Objection 53

I am writing to object to the increase in car parking fees reference H60/1238,

I am a regular user of the lake and am a member of Hollingworth Lake Sailing club, I 
currently attend up to three times per week and use the car parks either lake bank 
side or Hollingworth rd car parks all the time

I strongly object to the increase in prices from £2.20 over 4 hours to £5.00 per hour 
an increase of over 125% 

Whereas the increase under 4 hours is an increase of 66%

The increases for myself over the sailing season would be an increase of over £250 
per year which is ridiculous 

The increase for over 4 hours is penalising those users of the lake facilities and not 
the occasional user of the lake for short periods of time

When sailing we are on the water and using the club for over 4 hours and it appears 
you are targeting the longer user and not the short occasional user, which in my 
book should be the opposite way round and you are actively discouraging myself 
from enjoying the lake and sailing club.

To park for up to 4 hours costs 50p per hour whereas to park for 5 hours costs £1 
per hour

To be even more obtuse its better to buy a ticket for 4 hours at 50p per hour and 
then return when the ticket runs out and buy another ticket for £1 and get a further 2 



hours parking saving £2 on the £5 over 4 hour ticket and getting an extra hours 
parking for free compared to the £5 fixed cost

Please reconsider your charging policy and consider charging 50p per hour or part 
thereof for all users this will not undermine your up to 4 hour charge but assist thiose 
wishing to use the lake and car parks longer, evertone will then buy the most 
appropriate ticket for the time spent at the lake and no one will loose out.

Yours faithfully

Objection 54

I have recently received information that parking tariffs for over 4 hours are going to 
increase. This will have a detrimental effect on places around the borough such as at 
Hollingworth Lake. Being a member of the sailing club and a frequent user of the 
country park I strongly object to this. People come from far and wide to use the park 
and are often here for longer. The government are trying to encourage people to 
engage in exercise and become more active. This proposal will discourage people 
away from the area as people will be unwilling to engage in activities on and around 
the lake. I hope you will consider this point of view and I will await your response. 
Many thanks

Objection 55

In general I accept parking charges are reasonable within Rochdale. I feel the 
charges for long term parking at Hollingworth Lake are not.
The charges do not take into account people taking part in activities at the water 
activity centre, these include sailing, canoeing, mountain biking. Also members at the 
Rowing club and Sailing club. All these activities take over four hours and offer 
opportunities for everyone, a £5 parking fee will discourage people from taking up 
these healthy pursuits.
The Lake bank car park is in a premium position with facilities and I can understand 
the high fees here. You should also consider the people working in the activity 
centre, country park, cafes and restaurants around the lake, these people need 
affordable parking.
The Hollingworth road car park is an unpaved car park with no facilities. Could this 
not be made into a long stay car park with lower charges? Regards

Objection 56

I am objecting to the new scale of parking charges in Rochdale on the grounds that 
the proposed increased charge for all-day parking from £2.80 to £5.00 is 
disproportionate and unfair.

Objection 57 sent by two objectors

Regarding the proposed parking charge increases particularly at the three Car parks 
in the vicinity of Hollingsworth Lake Historically the lake was known as weavers port 
as it offered a valued green venue for hard working mill workers in those days It is 



just as valued today and as sport and leisure facilities have been developed the lake 
and its environs are now a priceless asset for the health and wellbeing of the 
ROCHDALE community and its surrounding neighbours in terms of walking fishing 
and all the water bourn sports and activities available at the lake so at a time when 
health both mental and physical along with social care are ever more problematic it 
seems illogical and counter productive to deter people visiting the lake by more than 
doubling the parking fee The main providers of sport and recreation :

Sailing club
Rowing club
Water Activity Centre
Visitor Centre all depend on the car parks and will 

Take a predictable hit in attendances of people seeking healthy recreation As a 
member of the sailing club it could now cost me £10 per week to pursue the sport I 
love The club in general struggles to attract members partly because of parking 
issues as I'm sure the other sport/recreation establishments do so I do object to your 
fee increase proposal and urge you to reconsider.
Yours sincere


